University of Montana

ScholarWorks at University of Montana
Montana Kaimin, 1898-present

Associated Students of the University of Montana
(ASUM)

3-7-2012

Montana Kaimin, March 7, 2012
Students of The University of Montana, Missoula

Let us know how access to this document benefits you.
Follow this and additional works at: https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper
Recommended Citation
Students of The University of Montana, Missoula, "Montana Kaimin, March 7, 2012" (2012). Montana Kaimin, 1898-present. 5507.
https://scholarworks.umt.edu/studentnewspaper/5507

This Newspaper is brought to you for free and open access by the Associated Students of the University of Montana (ASUM) at ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. It has been accepted for inclusion in Montana Kaimin, 1898-present by an authorized administrator of ScholarWorks at
University of Montana. For more information, please contact scholarworks@mso.umt.edu.

GRIZ BEAT EWU

UM set for rematch against Weber State 10

montanakaimin

King
Wednesday, March 7, 2012

CAMPUS

Former Somalian refugee finds
new home in Missoula 6

www.montanakaimin.com

CAMPUS

Rape suspect
will not face
extradition
Spencer Veysey
Montana Kaimin

The suspect in two recent
sexual assault cases might remain free in his home country. And if the county cannot
secure a conviction, he might
even be able to return to the
United States.
University of Montana Vice
President Jim Foley said the
University revoked its part of
the student’s visa, but that does
not keep him from applying for
another student visa to a different university.
“We’ve done all we can,”
Foley said.
Other state and federal officials are left with few options
because of the juncture of U.S.
and international law.
Two women allege the same
See SUSPECT, page 4
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BEETLES

CAMPUS
Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
Examining one of his active beetle habitats, Ryan Bracewell studies the western pine beetle inside Stone Hall early Tuesday morning. Bracewell is currently working on his Ph.D in forestry and has been living in Missoula for three years.

Monica Gokey
For the Montana Kaimin

A

T THE BACK OF ROOM 112 IN
the basement of Stone Hall, an
unmarked door leads to a kind of
beetle Narnia.
Behind the wooden door is one of forestry professor Diana Six’s beetle labs. This
one is dubbed the “dirty lab” because it’s
where bark beetles chomp on chunks of
ponderosa and lodgepole pine, sawdust littering the window sill.
Careful observers may notice small,
scattered beetle carcasses — ones that fled
their bark nests for the light and failed to
escape.
In this world, Ryan Bracewell is king of
the beetles.
Bracewell doesn’t look like the traditional doctoral student who’s tallied close
to ten years of post-high school education. Apart from a wedding band and nice
watch, he looks like a typical UM undergrad. Having just shaved a mountain man
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beard and sporting Vans skate shoes and
slack pants with cuffs dusting the floor,
he shatters the white lab coat image that
many associate with scientists.
Though Bracewell spends most of his
time contributing to the frontiers of bug
evolution research, he’s been able to shred
a ton of powder days along the way.
Bracewell’s undergraduate degree in
entomology — or “straight-up bugs,” as he
calls it — had him charging lines in Colorado’s Rockies, both on the hill and in the
skate parks. Thereafter, a handful of years
working as a lab technician for the Forest Service in Utah also landed him some
good snow days.
“One thing that appeals to everyone
(about science jobs) is that you kind of get
on your own schedule,” Bracewell said
about his time with the Forest Service.
“You work hard, but if it dumps tomorrow,
you can go enjoy it.”
Bracewell’s former supervisor at the
Forest Service job in Utah exemplified the
balance of conducting insightful research

— his specialty was whitebark pine — and
enjoying the mountains where he studied.
“I swear that guy gets more (ski) days
than anybody else I know,” Bracewell said.
“I think part of the reason he works on
whitebark pine is an excuse to get on his
skis and get into the high country in the
wintertime.”
Whitebark pine is a hardy alpine tree
found at altitudes above 6,000 feet. The
runs of Missoula’s local ski resort, Montana Snowbowl, carve through the trees,
for instance. Though many trees are dead
now — partially due to bark beetle kill —
the ski area still has runs called “Whitebark” and “Nutcracker” named after the
tree.
Along with North America’s other conifer trees, whitebark pine has been ravaged by bark beetle outbreaks. Bracewell’s
research is focused on the western pine
beetle, a weevil that feasts exclusively on
ponderosa pine. The western pine beetle is
the smaller, meeker cousin of the
See KING, page 5
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Tuition increase to
fund faculty pay raises

Cody Blum
Montana Kaimin

Tuition increases for University of Montana students
will fund, in part, a recently
passed contract that gives pay
increases to University faculty
members battling labor market
obstacles.
The Board of Regents voted
on and approved the contract
at last week’s meeting in Dillon after concluding negotiations with the University Faculty Association. The UFA is a
union dedicated to representing and negotiating on behalf
of university faculty.
The 5 percent tuition hike
students saw fall semester will
repeat next fall. Of the revenue
generated from the increase,
about 75 percent of it will be
See UFA, page 12
@KaiminNews
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Roll call

By Missy Lacock

My family is more fanatical about class attendance than they
are about church. My aunt, for example, never skipped a day of
school in her life, even when a skunk at the bus stop doused her.
My mom towed me and a carton of crayons to lectures when
she couldn’t find a sitter, and my dad even took history notes
sprawled on the Jennette Rankin floor after a back injury.
At the risk of a family brickbat, however, I oppose attendance
policies.
There are certainly benefits to going to class (well, most
classes). After all, college is easier if you actually show up. But
binding our grades to the number of times we squat in a chair
is another issue entirely.
Some University of Montana professors drop final grades
by a percentage or letter grade per missed class. Others, however, actually fail students after only three absences. That’s a
greater grade dependency on roll call than HHP classes, which
are entirely based on attendance and allow six missed classes.
Acceptable excuses vary, but many professors require excuse
notes for illnesses, and one UM professor even requires a death
certificate in the event of a funeral. (Yes, you read that right.)
It goes without saying that grades should strictly reflect our
work and comprehension of course material. If a student is a
regular hooky, their grade should already be affected by missing pertinent lectures, resulting in poor test scores, uninformed
essays and missed quizzes, labs and projects. If the student can
still earn As on their work, however, there’s probably a problem
with the quality and necessity of the instructor’s curriculum —
not the student. As long as we perform well in those classes,
why should we be required to attend?
Believe it or not, students want to learn, and chances are
we’re much more likely to attend challenging, instructive and
interesting classes even without the policy. If a class is providing knowledge and actually teaching material we can’t learn on
our own, we’re going to show up. Why do we need roll call?
The bottom line is we’re adults. We’re paying for these classes, and if we’re not planted in those desks, there’s probably a
good reason. And even if there’s not, we’re still adults who can
make our own decisions and brave the consequences.
Professors, make our grades mean something. Pack your
rooms by making your classes worth it instead of mandating
an attendance policy. Realize you occasionally skip classes for
the same reasons as your students, and you don’t need our permission to stay home when your kid has the stomach flu. At the
very least, abandon the four-and-fail rule and understand that
we’re probably still trying to find a parking spot.
melissa.lacock@umontana.edu
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“Karaoke is my life, man.”
DON ANDERSON

REC CENTER

“When I say tool, it means I
love you.”
ON THE OVAL

“I spent my 18th birthday in
rehab, that was fun.”

“Who’s that guy who wrote
the Bible?”
“Um...Jesus?”
GYM

“I was having a good
morning until I saw my
skillet hanging from the
basketball hoop.”

ADAMS CENTER

“Who bought the Fireball
when we went sledding?”
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t’s easy to get stuck in an Internet rut when it’s second
nature to plug Facebook
or Twitter into the URL bar 30
seconds after you cursed the
two of them for wasting your
time. It can be difficult navigating all of the great, scary
and ridiculous content on the
Web. So, at the end of another
midterm, here’s another list of
addicting things to do online
that might just teach you a
thing or two.
Longreads offers some of
the best fiction and nonfiction available on the Web, but
they’re better on the commute
or away from the desk, whether it’s on your iPad, iPhone or
Kindle. Every day new links
are posted and added to the
more than 12,000 features,
most of them 1,500 words or
more.
Wikipedia — duh — but
have you been to the main
page? It’s a portal guaranteed
to get you lost in every corner
of Wiki-space through its featured article, “Did you know
... ?” or “In the news” portals.
In fact, rather than writing this

Five good reads
By Michael Beall, A+C editor

column I spent my time reading about Stratiotosuchus, an
extinct crocodile-like reptile
from the late Cretaceous period that filled the niche of top
predator, beside theropod dinosaurs.
Reddit It might be a safe
bet that everything — good
and bad — on the Internet has
been featured on Reddit. It’s
a social news website where
users can post links into over
67,000 “reddits,” or subgroups
ranging from politics, “today
I learned” or simply “WTF.”
Users then rate the link with a
thumb-up or thumb-down to
create a main page that offers
some ridiculous stories. Because it is all voted on by the
aggregate of readers, the most
read — or at least most liked
— articles float to the top. Other people do the work of hunting through and finding the
best for you.

Daily Perfect could be as
close as the Internet comes
to personalizing itself to you
(other than Facebook ads, of
course). All you have to do
is type in your name and the
Web page will stream in stories based off what it thinks
you like. It’s magic, although
it’s hit or miss because someone might share your name, so
it’s easy for it to be confused.
You can also select individual
preferences from topics, people or websites.
Drudge Report A liberal’s
worst nightmare. Matt Drudge
is a master of the must-click
headline, and his site aggregates from the Web’s top political sites and writers. If you
need a quick hit list of what is
brewing in Washington and
around the world that day,
there’s no better place than the
bare, but informative, Drudge.
michael.beall@umontana.edu
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POLICE BLOTTER
TICKET TIFF

Feb. 28, 10:50 a.m.
A man at the COT slapped
a ticket machine out of a parking officer’s hand and yelled at
him. The man then got into his
truck and drove over a curb to
get away because the parking officer’s vehicle was parked behind
it. The officer was checking the
man’s license plate to see if he
had any outstanding tickets. The
case is still under investigation.

SMOKESCREEN
March 1, 5:30 a.m.

The fire department evacuated Elrod Hall after smoke
detectors went off. Initially, officials could not find the source,
and thought it was an electrical
problem. Two hours later a custodian found a spent firework
in the laundry room. A person

had broken out a window screen
and thrown the firework inside.
There are no suspects in the case.

BATHROOM
BEFUDDLEMENT
March 2, 12:44 a.m.

Residence Life staff found a
naked and intoxicated man in
the women’s restroom on the
fifth floor of Miller Hall. Officers
cited the man for minor in possession.

POT TO PRISON
March 2, 5:11 p.m.

Officers responded to a report
of a man in a women’s restroom
in Duniway Hall. Officers found
the man trying to leave the
building. During an interview
with police, a bag of marijuana
fell out of the man’s pocket while

he reached for his ID. The man
was cited for possession and released. Later in the evening, officers responded to a call from
the University Villages that the
same man was peeping in windows. City police arrested the
man after they found he fit the
description of a person involved
in burglaries on Kent Avenue
earlier that night.

INCORRECT ID

March 2, 10:17 p.m.
A man tried to give an officer
a fake ID at the Adams Center.
Officers cited the man for drinking underage.

GENITAL JIGGLE
March 2, 9:00 p.m.

Officers arrested a man for
yelling profanities and shaking

NEWS 3
his genitalia in the Adams Center during a mixed-martial-arts
fight. The man was cited for disorderly conduct.

FIGHT AT THE FIGHT
March 2, 10:36 p.m.

A female tried to start fights
with people in the Adams Center during a MMA bout. She
would not cooperate with police
and was arrested.

APARTMENT
ALTERCATION

March 4, 2:30 a.m.
Officers responded to a disturbance in University Villages.
A man broke an order of protection by visiting a mutual friend’s
apartment. A dispute led to several charges being filed with the
city.

TRASHED TRAILER
March 5 4:17 p.m.

An art student reported his
trailer parked in front of the Social Sciences building had several of its windows broken out
over the weekend. The student
parked the trailer on campus to
hold class and give out food to
promote an exhibit.

CITATIONS
Evan Combs, 18, minor in possession
Pitaskummapi Green, 20, possession of dangerous drugs
Cole Francisco, 19, minor in
possession and false identification
Brittany Cooper, 22, disorderly
conduct
Shane Anderson, 20, disorderly conduct
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Beetles

Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
Ph.D student Ryan Bracewell checks the status of his beetle habitat in the basement of Stone Hall early
Tuesday morning.

SUSPECT
From page 1
UM international student assaulted
them on the same night. Both told
the Kaimin they were forced to drink
something that impaired their mobility and memory. One says she was
raped, the other sexually assaulted,
although the University does not consider her case sexual assault.
The suspect had fled the country by the time the Missoula Police
Department learned of the incidents
from a campuswide email and went
to his apartment. He is now in Saudi

Arabia, which does not have an extradition treaty with the United States.
Formal charges have yet to be filed
against the suspected student.
Missoula Police Detective Sgt.
Bob Bouchee said the department
concluded their end of the investigation and handed the case over to the
county attorney’s office early last week.
Assistant Missoula County Attorney Suzy Boylan is assigned to the
case, but said she cannot comment on
a current case in which charges have
not been filed.
Until formal charges are filed
against the student, there will most

likely not be any record made in a database used by U.S. officials who issue
visas, said State Department public affairs officer Kenneth Chavez.
Officials reviewing applications
and issuing visas use a database called
Consular Lookout and Support System — which is comprised of some
39 million records — to check if an applicant is wanted for a crime, Chavez
said.
The Immigration and Nationality Act, which outlines the rules and
procedures for securing visas, states
that applicants are ineligible to enter
the United States if they’ve commit-

ted a “serious criminal offense,” such
as felony rape. However, the language
of the law refers specifically to convictions — not charges.
The case is further complicated
because the suspect is from Saudi Arabia and the United States is not able
to extradite people for trial from that
country.
A Department of Homeland Security official in Montana said he has
never handled a case in which a suspect has fled to a country without an
extradition treaty. This means DHS
would have to work with several departments if charges are filed. The

official did not provide his name because he is not allowed to speak with
the press.
Former State Department lawyer
Sally Cummins said a person can
be extradited to the United States for
a state-based crime like sexual intercourse without consent, but the
communication between the two
countries would go through a federal
channel and would only occur if there
was an extradition treaty.
“If there is no treaty between the
U.S. and Saudi Arabia, there is no legal
basis for extradition,” Cummins said.
spencer.veysey@umontana.edu
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Ruling over the Bark Kingdom
“You kind of feel like to be a scientist there’s this mold you need to fill,
this idealized super-nerdy guy who speaks really eloquently and says
smart things. I’m not like that. I kind of don’t speak that way.”

KING
From page 1
mountain pine beetle — the voracious culprit turning western
forests from green to red.
Bark beetles are native to
western forests, and their conifer feasting frenzies are nothing new on geologic timescales.
The outbreaks of the past decade, however, go down in the
record books for their intensity,
extensive geographic range
and simultaneous occurrences
in multiple ecosystems.
Beetle kill in the U.S. alone
has tallied more than 17.5 million acres, an area roughly the
size of Ireland. The Canadian
Forestry Ministry pegs British
Columbia’s beetle-killed forests
at more than twice that.

T

HE SIX PACK IS THE
colloquial name for Diana Six’s research team,
whose research focuses in one
way or another on bark or ambrosia beetles and their interactions with fungi.
The Six Lab logo looks like
a skull and crossbones tattoo
that a biker gang might wear.
But a closer look reveals a bugeyed, hairy beetle head where
the skull should be and two
crossed hatchets instead of
bones. Though it doesn’t appear any of her students have
the Six Lab tattoo, science already looks marginally tougher here than on CBS’s “The Big
Bang Theory.”
An insect the size of a grain
of rice is credited with leveling
swaths of North American forests, making it an appropriate
analog for a skull.
Bark beetles don’t do their
forest-leveling
handiwork
alone. Every Batman needs
a Robin, and for the beetles,
their necessary sidekick is their
fungi collection. Understanding the intricate relationship
between bark beetles and their
fungi is a mystery Bracewell
and the rest of the Six Lab are
trying to unravel.
A bark beetle carries its
own portfolio of fungi around
its neck or its mouthparts in an
exoskeletal structure called the
mycangium. Debate in the beetle
community on what exactly the

-Ryan Bracewell
fungi do for the beetle fuels research like that done at the Six Lab.
Bracewell expects the western pine beetle’s fungi is for the
beetle’s own nutrition. Think
of bark beetles as farmers who
move around a lot. A beetle
would have to carry its own
bag of seeds to be sure it had
food in each new place. When a
beetle finds a new tree to colonize — like a stressed ponderosa pine — the beetle “farms”
fungi in the tree to provide
food for itself and the posterity
of its young. This is why many
beetle-killed trees exhibit blue
stained wood; It’s residue from
the fungi.
Bracewell’s research has
identified two kinds of fungi
that Western Pine beetles carry in their mycangia. Several
other ‘hitchhikers’ — including other fungi, bacteria and
mites — ride around on the
outside of the beetle. But the
two species of fungi in the
mycangia are not there by accident; it’s more of a strategic
partnership, a symbiotic relationship.
“The fungi that are carried
within the mycangia are involved in a mutualistic relationship,” Bracewell said. “They’re
both getting something out of
it. The fungi are transported by
the host. At the same time, the
beetles are getting nutrition.”
Such is the working hypothesis, anyway.
Freshman wildlife restoration major Caleb Dysthe, has
been working as Bracewell’s
lab tech since last September.
The complexity of the western
pine beetle has already made
an impression on him.
“It’s interesting to think
that they have developed special structures for transporting
fungi which might be vital to
their very existence,” Dysthe
said about the beetle’s mycangia. Like Bracewell, Dysthe is
also an avid snow enthusiast
with a beard, skidding into academia after a winter of seasonal work in Big Sky ski country.
Bracewell’s work is dual-sided. Showing how the western
pine beetle co-evolved with its
fungi, with the ponderosa pine
as its exclusive tree host, would

be a step forward in the field of
evolutionary biology. Because
of their ravenous trek through
western forests, understanding
the bark beetle’s relationship
with its fungi is also important
to forestry management.
Bracewell said he hopes his
work will “shoot the gap” and
contribute to both fields.

B

RACEWELL IS A SELFconfessed “bug nerd
since the very beginning,” and it’s evident some
of his passion for entomology
is wearing off on his young
lab technician. Dysthe can be
found doing the full gamut of
beetle work, from baby beetle
rearing to fungal DNA extraction.
“Ryan is great to work under because he’s excited about
sharing his knowledge. It’s inspiring how much he knows,”
Dysthe said.
Bracewell jokes about getting up to Snowbowl with
Dysthe under the auspices of
“lab work” at some point in
the coming weeks. A third
shredder in the Six Lab, Edie
Dooley, is quick to chime in
that she could stand to look at
the whitebark quality up the
mountain, which is her own
area of graduate research.
The Six Pack is defined almost as much by their time
outside the lab as in it.
“You kind of feel like to be
a scientist there’s this mold you
need to fill, this idealized, super-nerdy guy who speaks really eloquently and says smart
things. I’m not like that. I kind
of don’t speak that way,” Bracewell said.
Bracewell said he doesn’t
fit that mold and the daily
routine of others in the Six
Lab might not either. The researchers enjoy both work
and play, often mixing the
two. Lab meetings happen
over pints at Draught Works
Brewery. They’re first in the
lift line on powder days. And
they still chisel away at the
frontiers of beetle science.
“You don’t always have to
be in the lab to be thinking
about science,” Bracewell said.
monica.gokey@umontana.edu
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Seniors, don’t forget to pick up those
last minute necessities
for graduation — caps,
gowns and invitations.
They’re pricey, but the
UC will have the best
prices of the year this
week.

BIG SKY
CHAMPIONSHIP
GAME

3/7 @ 7 p.m.

3
4
5

The search for h

A story of a Somali r

CAPS & GOWNS

3/6-3/8 @ 9 a.m.

Cheer on our Griz
as they take on Weber
State in a rematch of
last week’s home win.
It’ll be the last home
game, and another win
means a berth in the
NCAA Tournament.

CHAMBERLIN
RAIL JAM
3/9-3/10 @ 4:30 p.m.
Big Sky Brewery is
hosting an event of “unparalleled entertainment”
— a ski and snowboard
rail jam to the tunes of artists Illegitimate Children,
Feldman and the Ebola
Syndrome. All ages. Free
on Friday only.

BLIND PILOT

3/9 @ 9 p.m.

After the rail jam’s
over, the afterparty
begins at the Top Hat
for the indie-folk-pop
Blind Pilot as they tour
for their new album
“We Are The Tide.” $12
for 21+, $17 for 18-20.

TOP OF THE MIC
SEMIFINALS

3/10 @ 8:30 p.m.

Cuts were made and
it’s time for the semifinals, but UM’s Entertainment Management
students still need your
votes. Don’t leave them
hanging, so get to Sean
Kelly’s on Saturday
night. Free.
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Dameon Matule
Montana Kaimin
When Rehana Omar vacuums, she likes to do it in pearl
earrings and high heels. Sometimes she likes to put on lipstick
before she does homework.
When she cooks, which she does
as much as possible, she wears a
shapely frilled apron she made
herself. Every dish has veggies
— lots of them. If they’re going
into a sauce, she keeps them
separate until the last second because she hates to ruin the beautiful colors.
“I like to enjoy the finer
things in life,” Omar said. “Because when I was young, there
were things that we’d never get
to have.”
Omar is a psychology student, a mom and a former refugee studying at the University
of Montana. She came to the
United States at roughly 14 with
a fourth grade education. Fourteen is a guess; the civil war
wiped away the records of most
people’s lives.
At one point in her life, Omar
was in a refugee camp in Kenya. People all around her were
starving to death because it had
been weeks since the United Nations delivered food to the Somali refugees.
Water, and the memory of it,
was like a ghost that haunted
the camp. Kenya was suffering
through a blistering drought in
1992 that left animals and people
dying of thirst. Refugees dug
wells, but often didn’t find wa-

ter. When they did, it vanished
quickly into the mouths of whoever was close by.
“The longest I went without
eating or drinking was 13 days,”
Rehana said. “We laid in our shed
and fasted and prayed. When we
spoke to God, we never opened
our mouths because we’d lose too
much water that way.”
Omar was born in Mogadishu, Somalia, and was just four
years old when civil war toppled
the government in 1991. Her father abandoned the family years
before, and her mother fled to
take asylum in any country that
would have her. Omar and her
brother were left in their grandmother’s care as the fighting
raged on.
“We ran to another city, but
the fighting followed us,” Omar
said. “My uncles used to wear
dresses around our home because fighters would capture
any man they saw and either
force him to fight with them or
hold him for ransom from the
family. It wasn’t long before we
went to refugee camp.”
Omar’s memories are vivid,
and she’s very matter-of-fact
when she recounts them. Occasionally her slender cheeks draw
back to reveal a smile so big it’s
hard to believe it fits on her face.
When she speaks, her glasses
sit a little crooked on her nose
and her long, slim arms make
gestures to help emphasize
thoughts.
If you couldn’t understand
what she meant in English, she’d
be happy to tell you in Arabic. Or

if that wouldn’t do, ask for it in
Kiswahili, Somali or Hindi. She
learned most of the languages as
a schoolgirl, although Omar said
her school really didn’t teach her
much.
When the U.S. military pulled
out of Somalia in the mid ’90s,
funding for the refugee camp
went with it. The family was
displaced, and in a desperate
move, her grandmother sent her
to what she thought was a good
school. Omar said what she
found was a nightmare.
“We didn’t actually learn anything,” Omar said. “They used
us for child labor and would
fake report cards to send home.
Sometimes they made us write
letters telling how happy we
were, but it was all not true.”
Omar was angry, but being
just 11 years old she knew what
they were doing was wrong but
she couldn’t escape. She hated
her captors, her situation, but
mostly, her grandmother.
“I couldn’t believe it,” Omar
said. “I just thought, ‘How could
someone that loves me so much
put me here?’”
Over a three-year period she
was trafficked through Egypt,
Bahrain and India. Her situation
was helpless, and it looked like it
was going to stay that way. Then,
without warning, the United
Nations came.
Omar didn’t know at first, but
her grandmother rescued her.
The grandmother was living
in Kenya when she saw children
from Omar’s school. She was
frightened at what she saw. She
called family in the U.S., who reported her suspicions to the UN.
They investigated the school and
closed it for human trafficking
and child labor. As officials identified the children, Omar’s case
stuck out. They had her records
and good news: Her mother successfully immigrated to the U.S.
and wanted her daughter home.
But it wasn’t so easy.
With Somalia in shambles and
no outlets for asylum, the family
moved into the slums of Nairobi, Kenya. Once a month they’d
take a five-hour bus ride across
town to the International Organization for Immigration, the

embassy responsible for helping
refugees find a new home. A list
was posted there with the names
of those approved to move on.
One day in mid-October, 2004,
Omar’s name was on that list.
“We celebrated all night,”
Omar said. “When people found
out, they came from all over
with letters, asking me to deliver
them to family that they hadn’t
seen in years. Like America was
just one city”

“The longest
eating or drink

Nov. 29 became the most important day of her life. That’s
when she boarded the plane for
Cambridge, Mass., and the day
her daughter was born six years
later.
Life in America was a big
adjustment. She knew nothing
about ATMs and had never seen
a computer or shower before. She
was torn between integrating
into the American lifestyle and
respecting the strict and insular
Somali culture. She took night
classes in English and summer
school to catch up on her education.
Eventually Omar moved to
Minneapolis, where she met her
future husband and was awarded a four-year scholarship from
the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation. With a baby on the way,
the couple moved to Montana,
where his family could help and
they could attend college.
Omar’s friend Kayluh Menager met her just after Omar
and her husband separated.
They were about the same age
and living in university housing. Their daughters were about
the same age, and the friendship
was instant. When Menager
heard Omar’s story, she couldn’t
believe it had happened to the
woman standing in front of her.
“Right away, I thought she
was great,” Menager said. “If
anything, I thought she was
even more amazing considering
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Menager didn’t want to pry.
She was afraid of stirring up
bad memories. Omar’s friend AJ
Meyers felt the same way.
“I didn’t want to tap into it,”
Meyers said. “I didn’t want to
open something up that would
make her shut herself off.”
None of that surprises Omar.
A lot of people react that way
when she tells them her story.
It used to really bother her, but

I went without
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-Rehana Omar
now she’s used to it.
“I understand that they’re
just being sensitive, but I want to
share with people,” she said. “Is
life hard? Yes. But it’s doable. I
want to help people understand
that things can be overcome.”
Omar said her life is now
about helping others. She plans
on getting a Ph.D. and helping
people caught in domestic violence.
“I’m now blessed with a beautiful life and a beautiful daughter. When much is given, much
is required, and I’ve been given
a lot,” she said. “I think what I
want most out of life now is to
share with people. Share information and teach them that they
don’t have to suffer for long.”
dameon.matule@umontana.edu

Tim Goessman/Montana Kaimin
UM psychology student Rehana Omar reads “My First Action Rhymes” with her 15-month-old daughter Sophia Kappelman at Kappelman’s father’s home Tuesday evening.
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CAMPUS

Adams Center custodians enjoy
work, dislike Jack the ghost
NIGHT
VISION

lights turn on and trashcans are
emptied. They allow the rest of society to keep moving without having
Stories about Missoula
to slog through garbage.
between 6 p.m. and 6 a.m.
They’re also inventive and funfrom students in the School of Journalism
ny in ways few outsiders would
expect.
Andrew Turck
Take Sharla Nies, who took adFor the Montana Kaimin
vantage of a little-known benefit of
At ghost hour, the University of custodial work to pay for her dream
Montana Adams Center is quiet.
trip to explore the history of WilNo sound, except for the mur- liamsburg and Yorktown, Va. She
muring of a vacuum and echoes picked up cans from the floor and
from a distant cheerleading prac- stored them at her house in Corvaltice. Nothing in sight except for the lis over the course of four years.
clean trail of a dry mop across the
“I’d collect about eight or nine
floor, leading to one of the last peo- great big garbage bags, and then I’d
ple to leave the building each night. bring them to town,” Nies said. “I
Sharon Laramie, custodial facili- collected over $800.”
ties supervisor, is moving about the
Laramie and Nies are two of four
facility, picking up lint and dirt. She full-time custodians at the Adams
stops to check a pedometer attached Center, though they are sometimes
to her hip.
helped by as many as 25 “event peo“I’ve already racked up 9,000 ple” during special events.
steps,” Laramie said, her steady
The rest of the custodians work
sweep reflecting in the display cases part time, like Jason Bigelow.
containing UM sports memorabilia.
“It keeps you busy,” he said. “It’s
With more than 44,000 square feet a good four hour shift.”
of floor space, the custodians have a
On this night, the Adams Center
lot of ground to cover on any given floor is undergoing “complete stripday. Laramie likes the exercise the ping,” the removal of all wax down
job provides.
to the rubber of the floor, before re“I get to walk all the time. I get to placing it.
exercise a lot. There’s a lot of lifting.
“The complete stripping, like
My thought is, ‘I’m getting paid to we’re doing it,” Laramie said, “has
workout.’”
only happened once out of 12
Custodians hold up the frame- years.” The newly waxed floor will
work of high schools, office build- better accentuate the lights and disings and universities. They’re the play cases lining the Hall.
reason floors shine, toilets flush,
Even with the shiniest floor in

over a decade, the custodians make
sure not to disregard the duties on
their checklists.
“Fast and efficient,” floor waxer
Joe West said, explaining the way
he’s learned to clean. “Work from
the top to the bottom.”
Routines and checklists have
guided them through massive
messes generated by concerts, circuses, powwows and sports games
like this week’s Big Sky Conference
Championship in men’s basketball.
“Football players: They trash this
place. They trash,” Bigelow said, referring to the locker room. “You’re
pretty much walking on garbage.
They are so messy. You think fourto-five-year-olds are messy? They’re
worse. They’re worse.
“If you ever get a chance to come
down here during football season
right after practice, take some pictures or look at it. Be shocked.”
In spite of such unpleasantness,
the custodians say they enjoy what
they do.
If it weren’t for the ghosts, that is.
“One thing I kind of don’t like
but get kind of suspicious about is
that — a lot of people don’t know
about this — there’s spirits and
ghosts around here,” said Bigelow,
removing a plastic bag from a
locker-room trashcan. “They like
to make noise, especially from the
northwest corner of the bleachers.”
Some of his colleagues pile on
further evidence.
“It kind of feels like someone’s

Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
Scott Myers has been working on the Adams Center cleaning crew since
last May. He cleans up after almost every game that takes place in Dahlberg
Arena.

watching you sometimes,” Chad
Mattfeldt said, having finished his
shift waxing the Hall of Champions
floor.
Fellow floor waxer West has given the alleged ghost a name: Jack.
“It’s our invisible friend,” he said.
Nies, however, has concluded
that Jack isn’t real.
“I heard it after I first started

working here,” she said. “I would
scream and holler, ‘Who’s in here?
Who’s in here?’”
It was eerie, she said, because
she’d be the only one left in the
building to lock it up. Until, she said,
she found that the noise carried
over from the Fitness and Recreation Center next door.
If the sounds of Jack permeated
the air that evening, the sounds of
West’s wax stripper and Mattfeldt’s
vacuum in the Hall of Champions
drowned him out.
andrew.turck@umontana.edu
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Freshman Weisner provides spark from bench

Dustin Askim
Montana Kaimin
It was arguably the biggest
game in Montana basketball
history.
It was dubbed the “Battle of
the Big Sky” — a matchup of
two 14-1 teams.
And midway through the
first half of the monumental
contest between the Grizzlies
and the Weber State Wildcats last week, an unlikely
hero stood up from the bench,
pulled off his warm-up gear,
wiped the dust off his Nikes
and checked in.
Redshirt freshman forward
Mike Weisner came into the
game for Eric Hutchinson and
scored back-to-back layups to
give the Griz a 17-16 lead.
“I’ve been working so hard
all season, and all of it paid off
for me,” Weisner said after the
game.
The 6-foot-7 Walla Walla,
Wash., native had only been
averaging six minutes in conference games this season but
played 12 minutes in the first
half alone against WSU — scoring four points to complement
his two assists, one steal and a
block.
With Weisner providing the
boost in the first half against
Weber State, the Grizzlies made
50 percent of their shots, giving
them a 34-24 halftime lead.
The Griz would go on to
to defeat the Wildcats 66-51
and earn the right to host this
week’s Big Sky Conference
men’s basketball tournament.
Montana Grizzly head coach

Wayne Tinkle says his staff
made the decision to play Weisner in the pivotal game during
a 30-second timeout.
“Derek (Selvig) was in foul
trouble and the coaches were

“ He’s a steady
ball-handler out
on the perimeter, and when
he takes good
shots from the
3-point range, he
can knock those
down as well.

”

Wayne Tinkle
Griz head coach
talking about going small,” he
said. “I said, ‘Let’s give Mike a
chance. He knows that spot, he
can shoot it.’”
Tinkle said he was more
than pleased with Weisner’s
first performance playing a lot
of minutes.
“Keep chopping wood, like
we’ve been saying all year. Play
through it,” he said. “Mike did
a really, really nice job in the
first half. I just couldn’t be happier.”
And “chopped wood” the
2011-12 Montana basketball
team has. In fact, the Grizzlies’

axe is sharper than it has ever
been.
The Griz tied a school-record
with their thirteenth straight
win after defeating Eastern
Washington 74-66 in the conference semifinals Tuesday.
Against the Eagles, Weisner
came off the bench to replace
Selvig once again, but only
recorded one rebound for the
budding 24-6 Grizzlies.
The Washingtonian came to
Montana to play for the Griz
not only because he liked the
campus and tradition of Griz
athletics, but because of coach
Tinkle.
When he played basketball
at Walla Walla High School,
Weisner averaged 18 points
and nine rebounds per game
his senior season as team captain.
“He’s a steady ball-handler out on the perimeter, and
when he takes good shots from
3-point range, he can knock
those down as well,” Tinkle
said. “The only concerns with
Mike are on the defensive
end with his lack of physical
strength in defending and rebounding. But we know as he
matures that will come along.
We’re just glad he’s able to give
us what he does at this point.”
Weisner & Co. will face off
against the Weber State Wildcats again Wednesday night at
7 p.m. in the Dahlberg Arena in
Missoula. The winner will join
the other 67 teams in the 2012
NCAA tournament.
dustin.askim@umontana.edu

Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
Redshirt freshman Michael Weisner (33) keeps the ball away from the
Eastern Washington University players.
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BASKETBALL

Griz rally past Eagles to face WSU
Erik Anderson
Montana Kaimin
In a packed arena filled with
raucous die-hard fans, the University of Montana men’s basketball team clawed their way
into the Big Sky Conference
Tournament
Championship
game.
The No. 1 seeded Grizzlies
defeated the No. 4 seeded Eastern Washington Eagles 74-66 in
the Dahlberg Arena on Tuesday night.
During the first half, nobody
would have seen that coming.
Eastern Washington surged
into halftime with a 35-30 lead
thanks in large part to senior
guard Cliff Colimon. Colimon
led the way for the Eagles in
the first half with 16 points
on 7-for-10 shooting. Colimon
displayed his senior poise
and seemingly made the appropriate play every time the
Grizzlies looked to be gaining
even the slightest momentum.
Whenever the Eagles lead was
in question, Colimon had the
answer.
But Colimon’s hot shooting wasn’t the only thing that
plagued the Grizzlies in the
first frame.
Montana’s Kareem Jamar,
named to the All-Big Sky first
team last week, was held without a field goal in the first half.
He shot 0-6 in the first, but
didn’t allow his disheartening
start to translate into the second half.
“Coach is always getting
on me for shooting too many

Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
Looking up to the net, Laron Griffin (15) and Derek Selvig (24) looks to see if he scored a basket Tuesday night in Dahlberg Arena. The University of Montana
Grizzlies beat Eastern Washington University 74-66.

jumpers,” he said. “So finally, I
decided to listen to him.”
In the second half Jamar
scored 16 of his 18 points slashing to the rim and ignited the
Grizzlies with his tireless effort. In a particular sequence
late in the game, Jamar blew
by his defender for a layup and
then was the recipient of a fastbreak layup after a Will Cherry

pilfer. The play put the Grizzlies up 61-58 midway through
the second half.
EWU retook the lead with
two Colimon free throws, followed by a pick-and-roll layup
by senior forward Laron Griffin that allowed the Eagles to
retake the lead at 62-61.
“They kept making plays
and (isolating) us a little bit,”

Griz head coach Wayne Tinkle
said of the Eagles’ scoring.
So Montana turned to its
star.
As has been the case for
most of the season, Cherry,
the Big Sky’s Defensive Player
of the Year, delivered when it
mattered most.
Colimon slightly beat Cherry off the dribble late in the

game, and looked to be headed
for an easy right-handed layup.
Of course, you can never count
a defensive guru out of a play.
Cherry swooped from behind
Colimon to reject the shot off
the glass.
But Cherry wasn’t done
there.
On the Griz’s next
See next page
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Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
Jumping to score a basket, junior Will Cherry (5) tries to get the ball
past Eastern Washington player Laron Griffin (15). The University of Montana
Grizzlies will compete for the Big Sky Conference Championship on Wednesday night at 7 p.m. in Dahlberg Arena.

From previous page
possession, Cherry drove by
Colimon to the left of the hoop
and orchestrated an unorthodox layup back to his right that
drew an and-1 foul and sent him
tumbling to the ground. Cherry
hesitated before getting up.
“I tweaked my back a little
bit,” he said. “I knew I had to
be strong for my teammates,
they told me ‘you got to get up,
man.’”
Cherry got up and knocked
down the free throw, giving the
Griz a 64-62 lead they would
never relinquish.
However, the UM offensive
theatrics weren’t done there.

After an EWU turnover, Selvig fed Cherry who looked to be
headed for an easy layup before
the EWU defenders shifted over
to cut off his angle to the basket.
Cherry snapped a brilliant pass
under the basket to streaking
Mathias Ward, who finished
the play with a two-handed
flush and electrified Missoula’s
already delirious crowd.
The score was 66-62 but the
game was sealed for the Grizzlies.
Tinkle’s team only had one
focus going into the game: “Our
only motivation was to get to
Wednesday night.”
Mission accomplished.
erik1.anderson@umontana.edu

Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
FROM LEFT: Nick Emerson, Jordan Gregory and
Kevin Henderson celebrate after the Grizzlies scored in
the game against Eastern Washington University.

Forest Chaput de Saintonge/Montana Kaimin
Junior Will Cherry (5) looks toward the basket Tuesday night in Dahlberg Arena. The University of Montana
Grizzlies will play Weber State University on Wednesday night at 7 p.m.

12 NEWS
UFA
From page 1
applied to pay increases for
faculty, said Associate Commissioner for Communications
and Human Resources Kevin
McRae.
ASUM Vice President Jeff
Edmunds said the student
government works on the side
of administrators in negotiations with the UFA. President
Jen Gursky represents ASUM
in negotiations, but could not
be reached because she is currently in Washington D.C.
The approved contract is
a small revision to the labor
agreement between the UFA
and the state. The contract contains a retroactive base salary
increase of 1 percent plus $500,
another pay raise in October of
2 percent, plus $500 and meritbased salary awards. It also
allocates $100,000 per year for
two years to be used to balance
salaries affected by compression and inversion.
“The contract isn’t everything we had been bargaining
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for,” said UFA President Phil
Condon, who is a professor of
environmental studies.
But the contract is a step
in the right direction, he said,
despite its shortcomings in
dealing with some key issues
the union has been struggling
with: compression and inversion.
Compression and inversion
have to do with professor salaries not keeping up with the
labor marketplace. The University is forced to offer new professors a certain salary based
on where the labor market sits,
and inversion occurs when
professors who’ve been around
for a while don’t receive the pay
raises to keep up with the labor
market. The result is an inverted system of new professors
receiving higher salaries than
those who’ve been teaching for
years.
“A lot of our faculty have
said that, in some ways, you fall
behind from the day you start
working here,” Condon said.
Compression refers to small
differences between salaries as

a professor gets promoted. It
takes so long to receive a promotion and the accompanying
pay raises are so small, their
wages can fall behind labor
market value even after being
promoted. As a result, the longer a professor stays at a university — rather than switching jobs and asking for more
competitive pay — the more
likely it is for the gap to widen between actual wages and
market value wages.
“It’s happened because, over
many years, we haven’t gotten
sufficient pay raises,” Condon
said. He estimated the fix for
the problem at $1.2 million.
McRae said the bargaining
process is key to providing university faculties the voice they
deserve.
“It’s a key outlet for giving
faculty and staff some say,”
he said. “We all agree that we
have major compensation challenges. It just comes down to
how far we can go.”
cody.blum@umontana.edu
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BICYCLE TOWING
Archie’s Backyard Bike Shop. UBI
Certified Bicycle Technician.
Cycle-powered, same day, pickup & return
service! Student rates 728-5882
FOR RENT
Weekend cabins 30 minutes away from
Missoula. $45-65/night. Rock Creek
Cabins 251-6611.
FOR SALE
Twin bunk beds. Can come apart. $100,
240-1230
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“CRITICAL INCIDENT” CLAUSE UPDATE
PROTESTS PROFS, CREATES LOOPHOLE
New clause protects professors who file ‘critical incident’
form about students’ troubling
behavior
The University Faculty Association’s new contract updates a
clause dealing with the Critical Incident Response Team, or
CIRT procedure.
CIRTs allow staff to identify potential threats to campus
safety that may occur as a result
of a student mental health or behavioral issue. The new clause
clarifies that the form is anonymous and professors’ identities
cannot be revealed even if they
are suspected of abusing the
form to retaliate against or punish a student.
The Kaimin reported in December about one graduate student’s allegations that some of
his professors had filed a CIRT
against him as punishment for
complaining about one of them.
The internal court proceedings
at UM are confidential, so it’s
not clear whether the student’s
claims were ultimately verified. However, President Royce

kiosk

R AT E S
Student/Faculty/Staff
$1.40 per 5-word line/day
Off Campus
$1.50 per 5-word line/day

KAIMIN CLASSIFIEDS

HELP WANTED
Are you interested in elk, wildlife
conservation, hunting and outdoor
adventure? Want to write for a magazine
with a 180,000+ circulation, a TV show
seen in 31 million homes and a website
receiving 170,000 hits per month? Bugle
magazine at RMEF is your ticket. We
offer unpaid internships that give you
the chance to boost both your skills and
résumé while writing for print, broadcast
and the internet. To apply, email cover

letter, résumé, and three writing samples to
jobs@rmef.org.
Need a female to trade help with a 2 year
old and light household duties for housing.
Horses welcome. 370-5342
Kaimin Business Office is hiring! All
positions open. Applicants must be
available to work at least one year.
Applications available at Don Anderson
207. Apply by March 8.
INSTRUCTION
Basic wildland fire classes. 406-543-0013

PERSONALS
Can’t breathe? Quit smoking kits at Curry.
CHC 112
I SUPPORT TOBACCO FREE UM “I am
allergic to secondhand smoke.”
- anonymous UM student
SERVICES
Reliable pc/laptop repair. Voted best of
Missoula 2011. Student discounts!
136 E. Broadway Computer Central
542-6540

Engstrom ruled in a connected
Title IX case that the professors
had not filed the CIRT because
of discrimination.
ASUM Senator Asa Hohman sat on the Discrimination
Grievance Committee that
sent a recommendation to
Engstrom concluding the opposite.
Hohman is concerned the
updated CIRT clause will allow professors to more easily
retaliate against students with
whom they have problems.
“It does open it up to be
a process that’s misused,”
Hohman said. “A CIRT is now
a safe way of retaliation for
professors.”
UFA President Phil Condon
defended the change, saying
he didn’t want professors to
hesitate about reporting suspicious or troubling behavior. He
said it was altered so that professors would not need to worry if
the content of their form somehow revealed their identity even
though they aren’t required to
share their name.

The Kiosk runs 4 days per week. Prepayment is required. Ads may be placed at
DAH 207 or via FAX: 243-5475, email:
kaiminads@gmail.com or call 243-6541.
Lost and found ads may be placed
in the Kiosk free of charge. They can
be 3 lines long and run for 3 days.
Grad Days - You’re graduating, why not
save some cash? The Bookstore Tuesday
3/6 - Thursday 3/8, 9AM - 3PM.
http://bit.ly/zfb1YS
SONG OF THE DAY
Blues Traveler- Hook
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